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origin with himself, namely, an Egyptian by country, and born
of a Georgian or Circassian, Such a supposition had in Kiad
a very peculiar bearing, and influenced not a little the events
which followed.

Egypt had been for Nej ed by times" a friend and an enemy;
feared when the latter, suspected, not without cause, when the
former. At the present moment suspicion predominates over
fear, yet both exist. From Persia Nejed has little to dread,
the armies of the Shah would hardly cross the Gulf, nor need
she apprehend direct attack or invasion from Constantinople
itself. Turkish troops would find an effectual barrier in the
intervening sands; and should they attempt it, few would
probably reach Djebel Toweyk, For more distant nations, one
only excepted, their very names are shrouded in misty in-
distinctness, and frequent experience, if not their own, at least
that of their neighbours, has taught Nejdeans that an occasional
thunder-growl from the West is seldom if ever followed by a
serious storm. Alone the Persian Gulf, opening a way on the
Indian Sea, and thus bringing the coast-line of the "^ahhabee
territory somewhat too near that great empire on which the
sun never sets, causes a certain and a justifiable anxiety to
Fey?ul, from those who at first the merchants, have at last
become the conquerors and the rulers of India. But a nearer
and continual cause of fear is in Egypt: " what man has done
man can do;" the banner of St. George might indeed possibly
wave on the coast, but the victorious standards of Egypt have
already fluttered in the gales of Wadi Haneefah, Hence an
Egyptian, be he physician, pilgrim, or merchant, is looked on at
Eiad with some respect and with more suspicion, one not to be
either trifled with or trusted, a dangerous and unwelcome guest,
yet of whom one may not lightly get rid in the off-hand way
sometimes adopted for others.

Mahboob was inwardly convinced that we were in reality
more or less spies, sent by the Egyptian government, probably
with reference to the Kaseem war and the siege of 'Oneyzah.
This was no bad conjecture; the route we had traversed, the
books in our possession, the very fact of (comparatively)
superior medical knowledge, my own pronunciation, all tended
to justify this idea. Not that Mahboob said it in so many